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Mathematical education after WWII in most North American jurisdictions experimented with a “new” pedagogical approach, one that took seriously the conceptual tradition that professional mathematicians had almost universally embraced as a foundational framework – set theory.  Although this development was, arguably, a significant pedagogic innovation insofar as it brought abstract mathematics into the classroom in a serious way, it can easily be imagined that the set-theoretic conception of mathematics (both pedagogically and foundationally) was deeply implicated in the social and political dispositions of Foucault’s enclosure society.  In this paper I explore the nature of mathematical education and mathematics itself as it can be understood within Deleuze’s control society.   My approach will be historical, tracing the a priori conception of mathematics from Kant, through Russell (set theory), then through Lawvere (topos theory) to the mathematical theory of complexity.  In this way I arrive at a defence of the self-organizing classroom of Inna Semetsky as a site for mathematical education in the network (control) society.
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David Holdsworth is an associate professor at Trent University, Ontario, Canada, where he teaches environmental ethics and risk assessment.  He began his academic career in theoretical physics.  He then completed his PhD in philosophy, working on the logical foundations of quantum theory.  An emerging interest in science policy led to a short period of work in the Canadian nuclear industry and eventually to a position as a Canada Research Fellow in the Faculty of Environmental Studies at York University.  Now an active member of the Centre for the Study of Theory, Culture and Politics at Trent University, professor Holdsworth is strongly influenced by both French and German philosophy.  His published works include “A critical Survey of Quantum Logic,” “Science, Politics and Science Policy in Canada: Steps towards a Renewed Critical Inquiry,” “Transformational Economics and the Public Good,” “Becoming Interdisciplinary: Making Sense out of Delanda's Reading of Deleuze,” and “The Cosmopolitan Foucault.”  He is currently working on a project to read Gregory Bateson’s radical ecology with and against the work of the German social theorist Niklas Luhmann.
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