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Mulitple Literacies and becoming citizen: Putting different knowledges to work in different ways 
Immigration and literacies, specifically pop culture and Information and Communication technologies (ICT), are often intertwined. The objective of this project is to understand how they intersect in becoming-citizen. The current concept of literacies developed in Multiple Literacies Theory (MLT) (Masny 2006, 2008) examines the connection of dominant discourses (programs and policies, and discourses of a normed society) to counter-discourses of citizenship articulated in school and at home. MLT allows us to study the grand narrative of citizenship as a territory bound to a nation in order to deterritorialize citizenship through MLT and reterritorialize citizenship as becoming-citizen. 

Twenty percent of people living in Canada are foreign-born (Statistics Canada, 2006) and this percentage will increase as profiles of Canadian communities change. As immigrants arrive to Canada, they gravitate towards French or English-language communities (Floch, 2003). Current immigration in Ontario is largely from Africa, South East Asia, and the Middle East. Meanwhile, multidirectional capacities of new media, promoted by innovations in ICT, foster greater globalization and effective transnational movements; complicating the inclusion of immigrants into nation-states and existing participatory structures.  More research should focus on how the newcomer opting for English or French as the lingua franca is positioned in this era of globalization and transnational movements and their bidirectional relationship with pop culture and ICT, multiple literacies (Block 2007, Falk, 2000; Kumaravadivelu, 2008; Mathews, 2000; Morgan & Ramanathan, 2005; Pennycook, 2007). Moreover, in French minority language communities, there is little research on racial and linguistic diversity (Gallant & Denis, 2008; Gerin-Lajoie & Jacquet, 2008; Ibrahim, 2008; Madibbo & Maury, 2002; Chambon et al., 2001). Accordingly, our focus is on (1) immigrant families and their children attending French and English language schools as they interact with literacies, pop culture and ICT, in becoming-citizen at school and at home; (2) how the interaction between literacies and becoming-citizen might fundamentally shift, for all Canadians. For immigrant youth living in a world where ICT and pop culture prevail, how are multiple literacies in the context of dominant/counter-discourses in school and at home performed in becoming-citizen; (3) how such literacies contribute to transforming language communities, English and French; and (4) what the implications are for federal immigration policies, citizenship programs, and provincial educational programs, curriculum, and classroom practices.

Our research team will conduct this study in Ottawa, a city with one of the largest immigrant populations in English language schools in Canada. A qualitative case study over a three-year period focuses on 8 families whose children/students range in age from 13 to 15 years old and attend English-language schools. Both female and male students will be selected. The data collection includes (1) observations in class and at home, (2) interviews with parents, students, and teachers, and (3) artifacts (policy documents, Facebook,…). Artifacts, such as policy documents and curriculum, constitute dominant discourses on being-Canadian and Canadian citizenship. We maintain that it is through these documents that host communities are constructed and impacted by immigration and citizenship. Applying MLT, the results highlight how dominant discourses and counter-discursive readings shape becoming-citizen; how becoming-citizen is performed through literacies, manifested as pop culture and ICT in school and at home; and the ways immigrant youth contribute to de/reterritorializing the grand narrative of citizenship. This has social and educational implications for all Canadian citizens. This study demonstrates the analytic usefulness of MLT and adds to the research on how citizenship is performed through multiple literacies in both language communities in school and at home. With youth invested in pop culture and ICT, how do these literacies shape conceptualization and perception of becoming-citizen? This project, one in a series that builds on the current findings of this study, exposes the complexity of MLT and processes involved in becoming-citizen and thus can inform and transform citizenship and immigration policies, school practices and curriculum. 
PAGE  
10

